Solar energy is considered as one of the main sources for renewable energy in the near future. However, solar energy and other renewable energy sources have a drawback related to the difficulty in predicting their availability in the near future. This problem affects optimal exploitation of solar energy, especially in connection with other resources. Therefore, reliable solar energy prediction models are essential to solar energy management and economics. This paper presents work aimed at designing reliable models to predict the global horizontal irradiance (GHI) for the next day in 8 stations in Saudi Arabia. The designed models are based on computational intelligence methods of automated-design fuzzy logic systems. The fuzzy logic systems are designed and optimized with two models using fuzzy cmeans clustering (FCM) and simulated annealing (SA) algorithms. The first model uses FCM based on the subtractive clustering algorithm to automatically design the predictor fuzzy rules from data. The second model is using FCM followed by simulated annealing algorithm to enhance the prediction accuracy of the fuzzy logic system. The objective of the predictor is to accurately predict next-day global horizontal irradiance (GHI) using previousday meteorological and solar radiation observations. The proposed models use observations of 10 variables of measured meteorological and solar radiation data to build the model. The experimentation and results of the prediction are detailed where the root mean square error of the prediction was approximately 88% for the second model tuned by simulated annealing compared to 79.75% accuracy using the first model. This results demonstrate a good modeling accuracy of the second model despite that the training and testing of the proposed models were carried out using spatially and temporally independent data.
Introduction
Solar power is a promising resource that has the potential to deliver efficient, reliable, and easily accessible energy. However, the energy at the Earth's surface is associated with the variability of solar radiation. In addition to the variability of solar radiation, which is related to different types of topography, weather, and geography, one of the main obstacles to solar Data Availability Statement: King Abdullah City for atomic and renewable energy (KACARE) supplied the data to us and required that the raw data is not distributed without a written authority. Therefore, we cannot provide the whole raw data. However, we can present a limited set of unordered samples of the used data (the minimal data set) as suggested by the editor to avoid this problem. Therefore, a sample of 36 rows of the experimentation data was added in Table 3 for Riyadh station representing data for the whole year. The author thinks that this sample is enough to show the properties of the data alongside the energy adoption is the difficulty in predicting its availability. To best exploit solar energy, a reliable estimation method and prediction process is essential. Reliable knowledge of the solar resource at any location is required by solar engineers, architects, agriculturists, and hydrologists in many solar energy applications [1] . The process of solar radiation prediction is concerned with future radiation, which is characterized by a certain degree of uncertainty. This uncertainty is related to uncertainty about future weather conditions. Therefore, the prediction process, especially for short-term periods, is clearly difficult for researchers. For the sake of obtaining good predictors, many prediction and estimation models of solar radiation have been proposed in the open literature including numerical weather prediction (NWP) and artificial intelligence (AI) models (i.e., see [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] ). Fuzzy logic systems have been applied successfully to a large number of problems in different application areas with successful modeling [9] . One of these applications is the system modeling of human knowledge and approximation of non-linear and dynamic systems. Fuzzy logic system are well known for their ability to handle uncertainty [10] . In this work, the prediction of solar energy using a computational intelligence model is carried out, to predict the solar radiation for a short-term period to help operators to better manage their solar energy systems in more economical and efficient ways. The proposed methodology is a combination of fuzzy c-means, simulated annealing and fuzzy logic systems which is applied to measured data in 8 different stations in Saudi Arabia. The rest of the paper begins with an overview of related background information in next section. Details of the methodology used are presented in Section Methodology while the results and analysis are discussed in Section Results and Discussion. Finally, the conclusions and avenues for future work are highlighted in Section Conclusion and Future Works.
Background
The used methodology is based on an automated-design fuzzy logic system. The fuzzy logic model is designed and optimized in two stages using fuzzy c-means and simulated annealing algorithms. The objective of the predictor is to predict next-day solar radiation using meteorological and solar radiation observations. Here, the problem and its considerations as well as the methods used in the literature is reviewed.
Short-term solar radiation prediction
The average amount of radiation from the Sun per unit area that reaches the Earth's atmosphere for a mean solar distance is known as the solar constant, which has an approximate value of 1.360 kW/m 2 [11] . The importance of solar radiation data has been widely observed for the design and the operation of solar energy cells and systems [12] . Therefore, information on solar radiation and its components at a given location is essential. However, the limited coverage of radiation-measuring networks raises the importance of using solar radiation prediction models. [13] . Prediction models aim to estimate the future solar radiation at a specific point on Earth. Despite its importance, future solar radiation prediction is surrounded by uncertainty. This uncertainty is related to unknown future weather conditions. Therefore, the prediction process, especially for the short term, is challenging for researchers and power operators.
Solar energy and radiation models in Saudi Arabia
Solar projects appeared early in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) in the 1970s. Providing power for remote villages was the goal of Solar Village Project in the 1980s. In the 2000s, the Kingdom gave more importance to solar energy for several reasons, the growing energy [16] . Regarding research efforts related to solar radiation in KSA, some works have been conducted aimed at predicting solar radiation in KSA with different time scales and objectives. Hepbasli and Alsuhaibani presented a good review of the previous research on solar energy models in KSA, where models were mainly categorized into empirical (correlation) and artificial intelligence models [17] .
Fuzzy logic systems
Fuzzy logic systems are among the most well-known computational intelligence methods in AI studies. Fuzzy logic system methods have been used for modeling of a wide range of realworld problems in different application areas [18] . One of these applications is system modeling and approximation, where modeling human knowledge or approximating non-linear or dynamic systems is carried out using fuzzy logic systems. Although there is a good potential for fuzzy logic systems to model short-term solar radiation, little research has been carried out aimed at exploiting fuzzy logic systems for such a problem [19] . One important note is that the the majority of current works employ heuristic and manually configured fuzzy logic systems. However, due to the complexity associated with this problem, the automatic configuration of fuzzy logic rules becomes more appealing.
Fuzzy logic systems are rule-based systems that use the theory of fuzzy logic and fuzzy sets. Fuzzy sets theory was first proposed by Zadeh in 1965 [20] . Fuzzy logic systems have become one of the most used application of the theory. Many applications have been proposed using fuzzy logic systems to represent human knowledge in a closer way to human thinking. Unlike ordinary crisp set theory where membership is represented by two values only (0 or 1), fuzzy set theory represents any element in the set using a degree of membership of that set. Fuzzy logic systems involve the process of fuzzifying crisp input values, using the inference engine to link knowledge with fuzzy rules, and ends by defuzzifying the output fuzzy sets into normal values as outputs [9] [10]. Fuzzy logic systems can be built with a large number of different components from fuzzification operators to aggregation and defuzzification methods allowing more abilities to model different types of applications [21] . Fuzzy logic system knowledge rules can be derived from experts or using previous observations of the problem. A well-known approach to learning and tuning fuzzy logic systems is using search algorithms such as genetic algorithms and simulated annealing. Few researchers have studied the use of simulated annealing to optimize fuzzy logic systems [22] . Those who have studied this combination include [23] [24] [25] and [26] . From a methodological perspective, [25] investigated the impacts of using fuzzy c-means clustering before applying a simulated annealing search with different configurations. This research investigates the design of a high-performing predictor of solar radiation over KSA using a promising combination of fuzzy logic with fuzzy c-means and simulated annealing algorithms.
Fuzzy c-means clustering algorithm
A cluster refers to a group of entities that have similar features. The fuzzy c-means algorithm (FCM) is a well known clustering algorithm that is based on the theory of fuzzy sets and it aims to find a number of clusters within a number of iterations using an objective function. FCM was firstly proposed by [27] and later enhanced by [28] . In fuzzy clustering, points can have different grades of memberships in different clusters rather than binary grades of memberships. FCM aims to minimize the following objective function [28] :
Where X = x 1 , x 2 , , , x n refers to data points being clustered and V = v 1 , v 2 , , , v m refers to cluster sets where m > 1. f is a fuzzy value which constitutes the degree of fuzziness, and it is application dependent. Each membership in fuzzy clusters must fulfill this condition:
The number of clusters can be heuristically chosen or automatically determined using algorithms such as the subtractive clustering algorithm chosen here. In this work, FCM will be used to automatically find clusters of fuzzy membership functions by searching for the best configurations based on the known target model output from historical observations.
The subtractive clustering algorithm uses a measure of potential for each data point where this potential is reduced if new cluster center is found. It is considered as a good choice for estimating cluster centers and initial values for iterative clustering algorithms such as FCM [29] . The subtractive clustering algorithm determines the potential of each data point x i at first by the following formula [29] :
and r a is a positive constant called cluster radius that defines neighborhood.
Simulated annealingalgorithm
The simulated annealing algorithm (SA) is a simple and general optimization algorithm for finding global minima introduced in [30] . It has been used widely to search for optimal or nearly optimal solutions in a wide range of optimization problems. SA uses the Metropolis algorithm to imitate metal annealing in metallurgy, where heating and controlled cooling of materials are used to reshape metals. It has been used for a large number of problems to search for optimal or nearly optimal solutions. In this work, SA will be used as a learning algorithm to automatically design fuzzy logic systems by searching for their best configurations. Traditionally, experts have been able to provide efficient rules for designing simple fuzzy logic systems with few inputs. However, this is no longer always the case due to growing complexity and increasing uncertainty, which makes the rule base and membership functions difficult to acquire. In such cases, automated learning methods such as genetic algorithms or simulated annealing have to be used to optimize fuzzy logic systems outputs. In general, SA can find good solutions for a wide range of problems, though often at the cost of increased running times [31] . In addition, the use of simulated annealing does not require the existence of some mathematical properties such as differentiability in the problem when optimizing fuzzy logic systems [19] . This feature adds more flexibility by allowing the use of all fuzzy structure components. SA works by starting to accept improving states while gradually reducing the probability of accepting bad states. This probability is a function of a control parameter called temperature. An adequate temperature scheduling is important to optimize the search. The choice of good parameters is important for the success of SA to avoid getting stuck in local minimas and to avoid unneeded, excessive searches. One of the ways to reduce the optimization time and computations is to initialize the configuration of fuzzy logic systems using a clustering algorithm such as fuzzy c-means followed by more tuning of the simulated annealing.
Methodology
The experiment can be divided into four steps: preparing data, constructing the initial fuzzy logic system using FCM, learning the fuzzy logic system parameters using SA and testing new data set using the best fuzzy logic model found. The experiment is illustrated further by the flowchart in Fig 1 .
Preparing data sets
In order to predict solar radiation, the system will use historical observed data. From the works reported in the literature, a notable variations in the selection of the input variables to prediction models has been reported [32] . The proposed method uses available weather and solar radiation data to build the model that predicts next-day Global Horizontal Irradiance (ND-GHI). All ten variables used as inputs are listed in Table 1 including temperature, humidity, wind speed and some solar radiation data. The weather and solar radiation variables used are considered as inputs to the predictor system while solar radiation of the next-day is the target output. Each of these input parameters will be modeled using input fuzzy sets. The model output is the predicted global horizontal irradiance (GHI) for the next day, which is modeled using an output fuzzy set. Historical data will be divided into two separate groups: training and testing samples used in the two processes. The training process aims to optimize the parameters of the antecedent and consequent parts of the fuzzy logic system rules. The data used is for 8 stations in 8 cities that have been installed and are monitored by KACARE as part of the Renewable Resource Monitoring and Mapping (RRMM) Program [15] . A sample of the used data is shown in Table 2 that corresponds to Riyadh station. Before constructing the fuzzy logic system predictor, a correlation test is carried out to check whether all these variables have a minimum correlation with the output. The correlation coefficients and p-values are calculated as shown in Table 1 , which shows correlation coefficients between −0.13 as a minimum coefficient and 0.89 as the most correlated variable while all p-values are very close to zero indicating a good correlation. Therefore, we choose use all the ten variables in this study. In addition, we observed that two other associated variables were not recorded in the ground stations in this period due to technical issues, which include sky cover and visibility parameters as well as the uncertainty values associated with all measured data. A future work will investigate adding more related variables from other sources that might enhance the prediction performance.
The data includes daily observations for 582 days from mid-2013 to the end of 2014 with missing values. The training process uses data sets for five different locations to build the model as shown in Table 3 . Other data sets for three different locations are used to test the model. Namely, the training process uses historical data for Riyadh, Jeddah, Qasim, Timaa and Constructing the initial fuzzy logic system using fuzzy c-means
The idea behind using a fuzzy clustering algorithm is to find a number of clusters that will be represented as fuzzy rules. Therefore, the number of clusters determines the number of rules and membership functions in the constructed fuzzy logic system. In this work, the number of fuzzy logic rules and membership functions are determined by the number of clusters chosen.
To get a suitable number of clusters automatically, the subtractive clustering algorithm was used for determining the number of clusters automatically with a cluster influence range (radius) equals to 0.5. The minimum and maximum values of the data set are used as the minimum and maximum normalization bounds for each data dimension. Therefore, FCM will start from the number and centers of clusters found by the subtractive clustering algorithm. Thereafter, fuzzy c-means finds the number of clusters (rules) where each variable is divided into a number of membership functions equal to the number of rules. The fuzzy logic system has ten inputs and one output while choosing the Mamdani-type fuzzy logic system and Gaussian membership function as the shape of all fuzzy sets in both the input and the output fuzzy sets. The Gaussian membership function has two parameters, which are the mean m (center) and the standard deviation σ, and it is determined by the following formula:
All the centers and standard deviations of all fuzzy sets are initially set by using the fuzzy cmeans algorithm, as described above. The use of the fuzzy c-means algorithm resulted in founding 30 clusters that were converted to 30 rules with 30 Ã 11 = 330 fuzzy sets. Samples of the fuzzy logic system rules constructed by fuzzy c-means are shown in Table 4 . Then, the fuzzy logic system was constructed by applying the fuzzification, implication and defuzzification processes. The fuzzification and the implication processes are both based on the minimum operation. The aggregation process is based on the maximum operation while the centroid process is chosen for the defuzzification process. An example of the designed fuzzy logic system rules using FCM is shown in Table 4 . After constructing the fuzzy logic systems, the error of estimating the training and testing samples using the constructed fuzzy logic system is evaluated.
Learning the fuzzy logic system parameters using simulated annealing
The second optimization process of membership functions designed by FCM is done using SA algorithm that searches for the best combination of these parameters by trying to generate new values for the parameters each time. Then, it will evaluate the cost of the new state, which is measured by an error function, the root mean square error (RMSE), which represents the cost function that is to be minimized. The RMSE is chosen because it is measured in the same scale as the data. The RMSE as the objective function is defined as follows:
where n is the number of data samples in the observed data set, f(x) is the output of the trained fuzzy logic system, andf ðxÞ is the target output that the trained system aims to approach. The total number of optimized parameters (centers and standard deviations) in the model is 30 Ã 11 + 30 Ã 11 = 660. The objective is to find the set of these parameters that best minimizes the prediction error of the training samples.
The SA algorithm is initialized with a temperature set to 20 and a cooling schedule based on Boltzman annealing by updating the current temperature in each iteration based on the initial temperature T 0 and the current iteration number k i using the following formula: Table 4 . Samples of the fuzzy logic system rules constructed by fuzzy c-means. Abbreviations "in" and "out" refer to input and output variables respectively while "mf" refers to membership functions. The temperature is re-annealed after accepting a certain number of new states equals to 1760 iterations to allow more diverse search. The neighboring solutions for a current solution are chosen randomly by generating new solutions based on the current solution and the current temperature using multivariate normal distribution with step sizes equal to the square root of the temperature and with a uniformly random direction. The search ends after a number of iterations proportional to the number of parameters, which is 660 Ã 25 = 16500 iterations. The experimentation is repeated 50 times, and the results of all runs are recorded.
Testing the proposed model using new data set
After optimizing the fuzzy logic system using training samples, testing samples are evaluated by examining the outputs of the 209 data samples for the other three stations. The objective of this process is to test the generality of the found model using unseen data referring to future cases but using the same inputs used with training samples. To certify the generality of the model, the training and testing of the proposed model were carried out using spatially and temporally independent data. The choice of training and testing locations were based on the availability of data as well as choosing locations with different topographies. The average, maximum, minimum, and standard deviations of the training and testing RMSEs have been calculated.
Results and discussion
The experiment has been carried out 50 times using Matlab. Summaries that describe the data and Estimation error results are shown in Tables 5 and 6 • The construction of a fuzzy logic system by FCM clustering obtained an average RMSE of 1247.32 for the three testing samples with an average minimum RMSE of 1173.35, which represent 20.25% and 19% from the average of the measured values, respectively. Thus, FCM has achieved an average estimation accuracy of 79.75%. Figs 3, 4 and 5 show prediction results of the used models compared to the real data, in which the FCM clustering fails to capture some of the data trends and outliers. However, FCM constructed a good solution for SA to start the search with rather than starting the search from scratch.
• The fine tuning of the fuzzy logic system constructed by FCM and SA has achieved an average RMSE of 725.27 and a minimum RMSE of 641.02, which represent 11.78% and 10.41% compared to the average of the measured values, respectively. Therefore, the combination of the two algorithms has achieved an average good estimation accuracy of 88.22%. In addition, the figures show the good performance of the SA tuning, which achieved results that captured the main trends and outliers of the data noticeably better than the FCM. To get an idea of how good these models, Table 7 shows some results from the literature and reveals that the model of fuzzy logic systems optimized by FCM and SA achieved a good performance compared to other models. The overall results of the model agree with the performance range reported by other researchers despite that we choose to use different training and testing locations with different temporal properties which is not applied normally by other works. This is an important indicator of the generalization ability of the model. On the other hand, the FCM has not achieved a good configuration of fuzzy logic systems due to the lack of generalization in the clustering process of FCM.
• The good generality of the proposed model achieved in this study should allow using the model to predict solar radiation for new locations in Saudi Arabia with a good reliability and expectation of the model performance.
• The whole experimentation has taken an average 980 seconds for each run while the FCM clustering has been achieved in an average of 3 seconds. The SA has carried out the search within the other 977 seconds which equals to about 16 minutes. However, the extra performance of SA over FCM can justify the extra computational time. The total time reported should be acceptable by solar operators to plan next-day operations allowing the model to be a good option in practice.
In order to enhance the modeling performance, one important feature to note in future work is that the selection of used variables among available variables and the selection of optimal time intervals for each variable might add more modeling capabilities. As mentioned in subsection Preparing Data Sets, this is another research question that is currently under investigation, and it should further enhance -in theory-the accuracy of the model. In other words, taking into account that the variables used in this study do not cover the sky cover and visibility parameters due to data availability, a future work might investigate the addition of other important variables and uncertainty measures from other sources other than ground stations and the effects of the added variables on prediction performance as well as the reduction of the number of features (variables).
Conclusion and future works
In this article, two models based on fuzzy c-means clustering (FCM) and simulated annealing (SA) are presented and applied to predict daily solar radiation through fuzzy logic systems. The first model uses FCM based on the subtractive clustering algorithm to find a number of clusters that will be represented as the predictor fuzzy rules. The second model is using FCM followed by simulated annealing algorithm to enhance the prediction accuracy of the fuzzy logic system. The prediction of solar radiation is applied to measured data in 8 stations in Saudi Arabia. The fuzzy logic models are designed and optimized using FCM and SA, in which fuzzy rules are automatically generated from data. The first model achieved 79.75% accuracy using the FCM algorithm. Further tuning of the first model using simulated annealing has increased the accuracy to 88.22%, which is in good agreement with the real data despite 
